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There has been a great deal|of the few things that [ know
first
“today’s college student.” The|hand experience. And since|

written and said today about|something about from
criticism has ranged from|they keep constantly grow
outright condemnation of|ing and changing and surpris
them as “unwashed, beardedjing me and my colleagues,

Communist non-students” !n‘:nn not even very sure | knn\\"p”‘d every day—and he wore

expressions of profound ap- much about them.
preciation for the students of LI
today “who are passionatelv| youU KNOW. | keep mar

committed to securing hu-|veling at the self-styled ex
o g .
man dignity for all

dane — something along the|administrators like
lines of an educational Read-|the self-same
er's Digest “Students | Haveland administrators that stu-
Known™ article: because, to/dents have frequently so bit-

be quite frank, they are onc'terly condemned
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‘pmls who keep issuing pro-

I, on the other hand, want nouncements about stndents,
to talk to you about things far/many of these experts being
less esoteric, far from mun-|academicians, many of them
myself,
academicians

Famous

CHIQUITA

Firm I“}"
Golden-ripe

who students
'Yet these academicians
jadministrators and man y!
[other so-called experts have
|experienced or felt no sense
of distance, seem to suffer no
inhibitions based upon a lack
(of knowledge or insight, and
Ithey continue to make their
judgments and to issue their
|prouonncements, I marvel at
{Ihls

The studenes | have known
'nvvr the year defy even the
|simplest kind of definition or
description. Each one differs

|so uniquely from the other.
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Each

|easy
ent

‘| ONE OF THEM, for cxam-
‘Iple. wore a big beautiful
lhushy beard—but he show

|shoes—and three months ago
|he died for his country in
|Vietnam. One of them even
‘|considered himself to be a
dedicated Marxist, but he was
always the vioce of intelli-ja

to un
dit

He ‘consistently urged other|
alternatives besides activism|they
and demonstrations,
them considered herself
fully emancipated birth con-|tation

parador

are. puritanically upon sexual re
and|lationships
the fabric of love

But so it goes. Each one of
these examples and countless
others I could cite explodes
a popular mass media myth.
people,
these students, contains with-
in him or herself the seeds of
contradiction
tha tdefy generalization and
( stereo-
typing. Each one is a unique
offering of a hundred differ-
facets that simply defy
analysis.
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NOW I DON'T know nor|vious generation. I've heard
can | say with any authority|so many of them say, “I don't
that these students I've just|want to study, study, study,
described to you are repre-
sentative of any group or any
larger number of students. 1
only know that these are stu-| LA
dents I worked with and grew|
-and they are
than
gence, of caution and reason.|dents of even a decade ago
Partly as a reaction to what

derstand

ferent breed

consider to  be

One ofldedication to narrow, selfish
a pursuits, and partly an imi-
professors,

of their

for  notjtrol pill woman who frowned|they have become more inter-
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national minded and socially
conscious. I'd say that pos-
sibly one in ten students in
some colleges work off cam-
pus in community service
projects, tutoring the poor,
fixing up slum dwellings, or
singing and acting for local
charities. To the consterna-
tion of many adults, some stu-
dents have become a force
for social change far away
from their college, to the
Peace Corps in Bolivia or a
picket line in another state.
Pressured to be brighter than
any previous generation, they
|fight to feel useful as an pre-

of

just to fill a hole in some
government or industrial bu-
reaucracy.”

THESE STUDENTS went to|
work out a new style of aca
demic life, but thev don't
quite know how as yet. They
are burying the rah-rah stuff,
but what's going to take its
place? They protest loudly
against whatever they dl)n'ti
like, but they don't often|
come up with a program nf‘

stu-

adult

reform, ‘iheyre restless and
an increasing number of them
change colleges at least once
during their under-graduate
career,

Just like any of us that are
caught up in a swift transi-
tion, today’s college students
are often painfully confused
and contradictory. A popular
magazine poll last year that
asked students who they ad-
mired most found that many
said, “nobody.” It's no longer
unusual to find students on
many camplses dressed in an
ivy league, button-down shirt,
farmer’'s dungarees, a french
beret, and a Roman heard—
all at once. They argue
against large bureaucracies,
but most turn to the indus-
trial giants when they look

for jobs after graduation.
They are critical of religion,
but they desperately seek

people, courses, and experi-
ences that can reveal some
meaning to them, In fact,
camplus chapels these days
are fairly empty, but the re-

ligion courses are bulging
with students.
v e .
I GUESS the hardest thing

for most of us, sludents as
well, is to reconcile that we
live in a new era of rapid
change; a new time when al-
most nothing stands still for
very long. Today there’s a
hundred times as much to
know as there was 60 years
ago. Within the productive
lifetime of these college stu-
dents, there will be a thou-
sand times as much to know.
I would like to allege here
and now that we who guide
their lives—parents and pro-
fessors alike—had best quick-
ly discover that they are the
most challenging, the most
creative, the most imagina-
tive, the most sensitive, and
the most lonely, of any stu-
dent generation I can think
of in history.

Dividend Set

A regular quarterly divi-
dend of 55 cents a share on
Bank of America National
Trust and Savirgs Association
capital stock has been de-
clared. The dividend is pay-
able May 31 to shareholders
of record May 5.

County Help
Pledged for
Kelp Beds *

County Supervisor Burto
W. Chace has won approva
of an experimental plan t4
restore kelp beds off the Palo:
Verdes Peninsula,

On Chace’'s motion,
Board of Supervisors
day allocated $4,000 for th
pilot program.

“The program is aimed a
bringing back the huge kel
beds which once flourishe
off the Peninsula,” Chacd
said.

He pointed out that the un
controlled increase in th
number of sea urching i
slowly destroying the K®Ipf
Without kelp, the area lose
its attraction for game fish,

“If the experimental pro|
gram works, financing ca
be explored to see if the proj
ect can be expanded to im
prove the kelp beds aroun
the entire Peninsula,” Chacg

|-,

said.
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